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CULTURAL - MOSCOW - AWARDS
Moscow, July 19 (Reuters) President Valdmir Putin has honoured six Indians with the
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prestigious Pushkin Medal for their contribution in promoting and popularising Russian language and
culture in India.

Directors of Russian language courses at the Russian Science and Culture Centres in Kolkata,
Mumbeai, Thiruvananthapuram and New Delhi - Madhavi Bhattacharya, Suniti Deshpande, Ratish
Nair and Ritu Swamy respectively, have been conferred the honour a Kremlin release said here on
Wednesday.

Professor Ramadhikari Kumari of JNU and senior lecturer of Delhi University's Salvonic and
Finno-Ugric languages Ranjan Saxena have also been decorated by Putin with the medal named after
the world famours Poet Alexander Pushkin.

REUTERS AM AD 1652
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Muzaftar Del 29
Nikah-Internet
Islamic Seminary allows marriage through internet
Muzaftfarnagar, July 10 (PTI) A leading Islamic seminary has ruled in favour of marriage
through th internet, after a man asked if such weddings were valid.
However, the wedding will be valid only if it is performed in the presence of two
witnesses, the Darul Uloom Deoband seminary said today, while allowing such marriage under
Shariat law.
The 'Nikah' should be performed in the presence of two witnesses and a "Wakil' who would
solemnise the wedding by announcing the acceptance of the bride and groom. the fatwa department of
the sminary said. The announcement will help the man marry his fiance in the US, sources said.
Details about the couple were not immediately disclosed.
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